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An Important CoMMITTEE. 


It will be remembered that last year witnessed 
the inception of a small Committee, with power to 
add to its numbers, for the purpose of collecting 
funds for the International Veterinary Congress in 
1914. That Committee is now, and not too soon, 
to assume a definite shape and commence its 
activity. A meeting will be held at 10 Red Lion 
Square on Wednesday next, immediately after the 
conclusion of the Annual General Meeting, and all 
members of the profession will be welcome to 
attend. Many new names will then, we hope, be 
added to the original nucleus of the Committee ; 
and at the same time officers will be appointed, and 
some plans of action arranged. Membership of the 
Committee is open to the profession; and all who 
attend the Annual General Meeting should take 
the opportunity of joining at once. 

Each of us owes it to the profession in this 
country, and the larger veterinary profession of the 
world, to actively support this Congress. The 
Congress is not an isolated gathering; it is the 
tenth sequential meeting of our one permanent 
organisation for International Veterinary communi- 
cation and collaboration. Its meetings are neces- 
sarily few; but it is very important that not one 
should be even a comparative failure. None has 
been so far - each has improved upon its predecessor, 
and we in this country should have special reasons 
for wishing the Congress of 1914 to mark a further 
advance. It was upon the inititiative of our 
countryman, the late John Gamgee, that the first 
International Veterinary Congress was held at 
Hamburg in 1863. The gathering of 1914 in Lon- 
don will therefore be the jubilee of the Congress— 
it has been postponed for a year so as not to clash 
with the International Medical Congress—and it 
will also be the first time that the Congress has 
met in the country of its founder. The credit of 
the profession in this country is bound up with the 
success of the Congress, upon which so much of 
the development of our science throughout the 
world depends. 

The successful organisation of the gathering will 
be a formidable undertaking. Those who have 
attended the past Congresses in various European 
countries will testify to the excellence of the 
arrangements then made, and the lavish hospi- 
tality extended to those attending them. Much of 
the‘credit of this is due to the action of foreign 
Governments in granting money towards Con- 
gresses held in their dominions; and we do not yet 
know whether our Government can be induced to 
follow the example set by smaller countries, or 
whether our powerful agricultural societies will 
consent to assist. Both events are more likely to 


happen if it can be shown that veterinary surgeons 
themselves are working hard for the Congress. 
This is an additional reason for supporting the Com- 
mittee meeting next Wednesday. 

Only 102 veterinary surgeons, chiefly Germans, 
attended Gamgee’s first Congress at Hamburg. 
The London gathering in 1914 will probably we 
exceed a thousand, and will certainly be represen- 
tative of all that is best in veterinary science 
throughout the world. We have now only three 
years in which to prepare for it, and we cannot 
begin the collection of funds too soon. 


DOUBLE-SIDED OPERATION FOR 
GUTTURAL POUCH DISEASE. 


Subject.—An eight-year-old Canadian Troop horse 
of 6th Dragoon Guards admitted to Army Veterin- 
ary Hospital, Tempe, Bloemfontein, S.A. Veterin- 
ary history sheet shows two previous admissions 
for nasal catarrh of about a month each in 1907 
and 1910, 

Symptoms.—A somewhat evil smelling discharge 
from both nostrils of a muco-purulent character, 
distinct fluctuating swellings in region of guttural 
pouches on either side, temperature 102°2, dys- 
phagia. 

Treatment.—Sloppy food for twodays. On third 
day animal fasted, cast, chloroformed, and site pre- 
pared for operation on near side. Hair shaved, 
skin painted with Tinct. lodi. in two places—in 
region of anterior border of wing of atlas, and in 
Viborg’s triangle. A solution of 1-1000 Adrenalin 
chloride injected subcutaneously to lessen hemor- 
rhage. From a point about the middle of anterior 
border of wing of atlas two incisions were carried 
through the skin, the one upward and forward, 
the other downward and forward. The broadly 
triangular flap thus formed was dissected free for 
about 24 inches in a forward direction. The parotid 
gland was detached from tissue in region of anterior 
border of wing of atlas by blunt dissection, and 
similarly separated forward. The stylo-hyoid 
muscle was carefully located by blunt dissection 
and palpation, and a bold puncture made through 
it with a dissecting scalpel. Pus of an extremely 
foetid character immediately began to escape, indi- 
cating that the guttural pouch had been success- 
fully opened. A blunt seton needle carrying a 
broad tape soaked in Tinct. iodi. was then passed 
in and dissected towards the inferior extremity of 
the pouch. This needle was cut down upon in 
Viborg’s triangle and drawn through the opening 
thus effected, leaving the tape im situ. About a 
pint of pus was evacuated through the lower open- 
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ing, andthe pouch thoroughly washed out with a 
solution of Iodine. 

As it was considered inadvisable to operate on 
the other pouch the same day, the tape was secured 
by corks at each end, and the animal allowed to 
rise. Onthe next, and for three succeeding days 
there was a considerable discharge of pus. On 
the fifth day, as the discharge of pus had consider- 
ably lessened and there was no untoward dysphagia, 
it was decided to operate on the other pouch. 

The procedure of the second operation was pre- 
cisely the same in every detail as that in the first, 
with the same results. If anything, more pus was 
evacuated than in the first operation. 

On the day following the last operation there 
was considerable dysphagia, and this increased 
daily, till only fluids could be taken; and a con- 
siderable proportion of these were returned through 
the nostrils. The animal's life was in grave 
danger, and the most assiduous nursing was en- 
forced, with the desired effect. Hot antiseptic 
fomentations were continuously applied, and the 
seton tapes (dresed with Tinct. iodi.) changed daily. 
The dysphagia lessened, the consistency of the 
gruels was gradually increased till, on the tenth 
day after the second operation, the horse was able 
to eat freely bran mashes and green lucerne. Except 
for the formation of a small subcutaneous abscess 
near the upper incision (caused possibly by a septic 
embolus) recovery was uninterrupted. 

At the time of writing, six weeks from the date 
of first operation, healing is quite complete, there 
is no nasal discharge, and the animal is being con- 
ditioned for duty. 

WaKEFIELD Ratney, Capt. A.v.c. 
te. Orange Free State. 
a 


y 1. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA OF THE RETICULUM, 
CoMPLICATED BY RETICULITIS AND BY TRAU- 
MATIC PNEUMONIA. 


Cadéac remarks that diaphragmatic hernias of 
the reticulum are not very rare in cattle and in 
goats, and are sometimes even accompanied by 
penetration of the abomasum into the thoracic 
cavity. They result generally from an anomaly of 
the diaphragm. 

No trouble follows this lesion so long as the 
communication between the various gastric 
reservoirs is neither interrupted nor modified; but 
every cause capable of impeding the circulation of 
alimentary materials may engender grave compli- 
cations. When there is obstruction or narrowing 
of the opening which places the reticulum in rela- 
tion with the omasum, digestive disturbances such 
as loss or irregularity of appetite, colic, or tympany 
may appear. There may be compression of the 
lung and of the diaphragmatic nerve, accompanied 
by fits of coughing lasting from five to seven 
minutes. The heart, even, may be compressed, and 
circulatory troubles, with all the symptoms of a 
“ pseudo-pericarditis,” may be seen. 


An even more serious direct affection of the peri- 
cardium or lung may occur when the portion of 
reticulum lodged in the thoracic cavity becomes the 
receptacle of a penetrating foreign body. This 
association of traumatic reticulitis with hernia of 
the reticulum is a very rare occurrence. Cadéac 
has seen one case in a cow of eight or nine years, 
which was presented for slaughter, and the post- 
mortem lesions of which he describes. 

The autopsy revealed the existence of a hernial 
sac the sizy of a hen’s egg, united to the lung, and 
constituted by a portion of the reticulum. This 
hernial diverticulum showed a perforation which 
placed it in communication with a pulmonary 
cavern about 6 inches in depth and about 4 4/5th 
inches in width, situated in the. middle and inferior 
portion of the right lung, and filled with closely 
packed alimentary materials. The wall of this 
cavern was thickened and fibrous, and prevented 
all communication with the bronchi and with the 
pleura. 

All local inflammation seemed to have almost 
entirely died away; and the foreign body was 
found englobed in the alimentary material packing 
the cavern. 

These traumatic pneumonias, Cadéac remarks, 
often run a much more serious course; they are 
frequently gangrenous and fatal. Their appear- 
ance is certainly favoured by hernias of the reticu- 
lum, on account of the frequence with which 
foreign bodies are present in that organ.—(Annales 
de Méd. Vét.) 


{Nothing is said of the symptoms, if any, shown 
by this cow during life. I am not aware that 
diephragmatic hernias of the reticulum are recog- 
nised as at all common in England, and Cadéac’s 
view that they are “not very rare” is well worth 
remembering.— TRANSL. | 


Rare LOcALIsATION OF STRONGYLUS ARMATUS. 


K. Berchar, a veterinary student in Vienna, re- 
cords (Osterr. Monatsschrift fiir Tierheilkunde) the 
result of his examination of an abdominal testicle 
which was removed by operation from a three-year- 
old cryptorchid. The testicle, and also the epididy- 
mis, were unusually large—as large as a normal 
testicle. Upon closer examination, haemorrhagic 
centres of infiltration, which contained cysts, were 
found in the cranial half of the testicle. 

From these numerous channels branched off, in 
which strongyles of different sizes were found; and 
Berchar was able to demonstrate that it was not a 
case of only sexually mature forms of Strongylus 
armatus, or only larval forms, being present, as has 
hitherto been described in the literature, but that it 
was the particularly rare occurrence of the simul- 
taneous presence of both developmental stages of 
the parasite.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.; W. R. C. 


[The mere regional localisation of the parasite— 
considering that the horse was a cryptorchid—is 
not rare. Neumann says in his work “It is re- 
markable the frequency with which these worms 
occur in the abnormal testicles of horses affected 
with abdominal 
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CrereBro MENINGITIS. 


La Clinica Veterinaria commenting on the 
American view that epizootic cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis due to mouldy fodder is caused by the presence 
of the mould monasens purpurens, points out that 
this mould is extensively used by Asiatics in pre- 
paring fermented liquor from rice, and that it has 
already been blamed as a cause of beri beri. At the 
same time, the journal points out that the symp- 
toms are probably not caused by the action of one 
mould 


Acute MastitTis 


Zrich and Weichel have noted in some acute 
cases of mastitis in the cow, the presence in gland 
of organisms similar to, 'and comporting themselves 
like Paratyphoid B. and Bacillus enteritidis Gaert- 
ner, and owing to their action upon dogs to which 
the glands were fed, the authors consider the milk 
or meat of animals affected should not be used for 
human food.—Deut. Tier. Woch. 


NILE EXPEDITION 1884-5. 


[The Report from which this and succeeding extracts 

are taken is a valuable record of a most arduous cam- 

ign. It begins with the report by P.V.S. Burt, who 
neither status nor authority]. 


From Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon W. Burt, Army 
Veterinary Department, Nile Expeditionary Force, to 
the Principal Veterinary Surgeon to the Forces, War 
Office, London. 

Headquarters, Cairo. 

Sir Aug. 17th, 1885. 
T have the honour vo forward the accompanying De- 

partmental Report in connection with the military 

operations of the Nile Expeditionary Force, 1884-5. 

In company with Veterinary Surgeon Ist Class 
Phillips, and Veterinary Surgeon Griffith, I left Eng- 
land on the 10th September, under orders to proceed to 
Suez and report arrival to the military authorities in 

pt, but without further instructions. 

Yn arrival at Suez we were directed to proceed to 
Cairo, and reached there on the 25th September. 
Finding I was Senior Veterinary Officer at Cairo, Mr. 
Clayton — in charge, I ate my arrival to the 
Chief of the Staff, Army of Occupation, who directed 
that I should report arrival to the Chief of the Staff, 
Nile Expeditionary Force, Cairo. Having complied 
with the last instructions, without beiug granted an 
interview, I was requested to await further orders. 
After five days’ unaccountable delay, I was placed in 
charge as Senior Veterinary Officer. On taking over 
the duties, I found Veterinary Surgeons Bennett, Smith, 
and Mitchell doing duty at Abbassieh, the former being 
under orders to proceed up the Nile, and the latter to 
Suakin. It was the 2nd October before I could ascer- 
tain if any other Veterinary Officers were to proceed up 
the Nile, and I was then informed that five or six would 
be required. 

In compliance with instructions received from the 
Chief of Staff, Army of ery = te I recommended the 
following redistribution of Officers of the Department, 
viz :— 

Veterinary Surgeons Phillips and Bennett to proceed 
to the front, epelt and Mr. Griffith to proceed with the 
Camel Corps, and Mr. Smith to retain charge of the 
19th Hussars. Mr. Clayton to remain in charge at 
Cairo, Mr. Mitchell, whose order to proceed to Suakin 


I had recommended to be countermanded, to remain at 
Abassieh ; and I also added the following statement : 

“That the redistribution will leave no Veterinar 
Officer available for Suakin or Alexandria, if uired, 
and would therefore recommend the advisability o 
obtaining further veterinary aid from England—viz., two 
Officers.” My recommendations were approved, with 
the exception that only one Veterinary Kicer could be 
ly of 

No provision n made for a supply of necessary 
molishas for the Nile Expeditionary An and the 
supply in store at Abbassieh being inadequate to the re- 
quirements, it was considered necessary to obtain 
sanction for local purch a statement of which had 
already been rendered. This being in many respects 
quite an exceptional campaign (the mounted portion 
with exception of the 19th Hussars. bein, represented 
by camels, and the great distance over which the military 
operations extended), it was necessary to consider the 
best mode for supplying medicines. With the assistance 
of Mr. Philli came to the conclusion that it would 
be well to adopt an unit pattern chest, 7.e., to construct 
a chest adapted in size, weight, and strength for a troop, 
company, or section, 7.e.,an unit of a regiment or co 
as this would facilitate carriage, and be handy for supply- 
ing detachments along the Lines of Communication. 
The unit chest, as supplied by the contractor at Cairo, 
was made of the following dimensions, viz., depth, 10 
inches: length, 14 inches ; breadth, 10 inches; weight 
of chest, 11?lb. ; complete, 32lb., with lid fastened by 
two straps and buckles. 

Thirty chests, were forwarded to the front, and 30 
chests, termed “ reserve,” with some contents as above 
(excepting “ syringes, drenching horn, enema funnel and 

ipe, sponge and tin for dispensary ”), and two pieces of 
omentation cloths, instead of one. Also 40 more unit 
chests were ordered to be made . - to be filled on 
arrival of ——- from England. In addition to the 
unit chests, I considered it would be necessary to have 
a reserve supply of carbolic oil, 120 gallons (1 to 20), ol. 
terebinth, 20 gallons. The former in 2-gallon tins (with 
screw tops), four in a box, and the latter in 1-gallon tins 
(with screw tops), four ina box. This reserve supply 
was forwarded to Wady Halfa. 

Each Veterinary Officer had instructions to take one 
pair of Field Veterinary Medicine Chests, and seven 
pairs were thus in use during the Expedition. 

There being no t-mortem instruments peesent, 
large and small butchers’ knives were requisitioned for 
from the Ordnance Store Department, two for each 
pair of field chests, but only eight knives could be 
issued. I would here remark, that in nearly every in- 
stance it was found impossible to lock the field chests, 
owing to defective locks and = 4 : 

This completed the first supply of medicines, and was 
calculated to be sufficient for three mouths, the prob- 
able strength in camels of the Nile Expeditionary Force 
being estimated at this time at about 3500, which 
latter number, however, was considerably augmented 
by subsequent purchases. 

To give an idea of the relative distances between 
stations, I submit the following table : 


Cairo to Siut, by rail 10 hours 229 miles. 
Siut to steamer about 339 ,, 
Assouan to Shellal by rail, to avoid 
First Cataract 
Shellal to Wady Halfa, by steamer about 205 _,, 
Korosko beingabout midway between the two. 
Camel route march from Assouan to Wady Halfa, by 
west bank of Nile, 212 miles. Eleven marches, averag- 
ing a little over 19 miles a day ; the maximum distance 
marched in one day being 30 miles. Wady Halfa to 
Dongola by east bank of Nile, 238 miles. Eleven marches 
averaging a little over 214 miles a day ; the maximum 
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distance marched in one day being 40 miles. Dongola 
to Korti, by east bank as far as Handak, and thence by 
west bank 136. miles. Six marches, averaging a little 
over 224 miles a day. Korti, across the Bayuda Desert, 
via Gakdul Wells, about 170 miles to Matammeh, on 
the west bank. Total distance between Assouan and 
Matammeh, about 756 miles ; Assouan being about 568 
miles from Cairo, and which distance was marched by 
some of the camels purchased near Cairo ; while the 
Aden camels landed at Kosseir on the Red Sea, marching 
to Keneh, a little south of Sint, and thence to Assouan. 
Therefore, from Cairo to Matammeh the distance is 
about 1300 miles, Khartoum being about 100 miles fur- 
ther south. 

On the 17th October, having made all necessary 
arrangements ible, I left Cairo for Assouan, three 
Veterinary Officers having previously left, with as much 
veterinary medicines as transport would admit of, for 
Assouan and Wady Halfa, at which stations camel 
depots were formed. On arrival at Assouan, I found 
Mr. Bennett in sole charge, Mr. Philli — pro- 
ceeded to Wady Halfa, and Mr. Griffith not having 
arrived, owing to delay of the troops on the river. Camel 
remount depots were formed at Assouan, Wady _—, 
and Dongola. At this time camels recently purch 
at, or near Cairo, between Siut and Assouan, and at 
were marching into Assouan, and there distributed to 
various corps being mounted, i.e, Heavy, Light, and 
Guards Regiments of Camel Corps, Bearer Companies 
of the Army Medical Staff, No.3 and No. 11 Transport 
Companies, Commissariat and Transport Corps. I may 
here remark that camels were also being collected at 
Wady Halfa and Dongola, by purchases from native 
Chiefe or Sheikhs of the surrounding country, chiefly at 
Wady Halfa, for the purpose of mounting the Mounted 
Infantry, parts of regiments of Camel Corps, Field 
Hospitals, and No. 9 Company Commissariat and Trans- 
port Corps, and filling up vacancies. Besides the camel 
mentioned before, as marching from Cairo, a Camel 
Battery, viz., No. 1 Battery, 1st Brigade, Southern 
Division, Royal Artillery, was on the march from Cairo 
to Wady Halfa. 

Mr. Bennett's duties at Assouan were arduous, there 
being a large number of camels on both banks of the 
Nile, which necessitated his crossing at least once a day. 
There was quite sufficient work for one Veterinary 
Officer on either bank, owing to there being, althoug 
at an early period of the campaign, a large proportion of 
saddlery galls amongst the remount camels, particularly 
those coming from Aden, caused, apparently, by hurried 
marching and the saddles not having been removed 
during that time. The latter, I may mention, was a 
frequent cause of the very worst kind of injuries. This 
practice of not removing the saddles after each march, 
was frequently adopted as a native remedy for the pre- 
vention of galls, and like most so-called “native reme- 
dies,” proved the reverse. Another cause of saddlery 

lis was the packsaddle being too long ; the regulation 

airo saddles and the Aden saddles having this defect, 
and producing severe galls across the loins and hips. At 
the recommendation of a Board of Officers, of which I 
was a member, the ksaddle was shortened, 7.e., the 
pads and the trees ; but the Aden saddle, from its con- 
struction, could not be altered, and therefore had to be 
discarded. 

By the end of November, the whole of the mounted 
force had left Assouan for the south, leaving only— 


Transport camels fit forduty 69 
Transport camels sick eis 12 


Mr. Bennett had proceeded by steamer to Wady 
Halfa, and Mr. Griffith by march route (with camels) to 
the same station, he having previously marched more 
than half way with camels, returning by steamer to 
Assouan, 


About this time Veterinary Surgeons (lst Class) 
Queso, Jones, and Spooner arrived from England ; 
the services of two more Veterinary Officers having been 
applied for soon after my arrival at Assouan, owing to 
the increasing number of camels, there having been by 
16th November 2,392 camels purchased between Siut 
and Assouan, 623 camels north of Siut, 1,537 camels at 
Wady Halfa by 11th November, and 378 camels at Don- 
gola by 29th February. Total 4,900. 

The services of Veterinary Surgeon Beech, tian 
Army, were placed at the disposal of the British by the 
Egyptian Government. Messrs. Queripel and Spooner 

roceeded at once by steamer to Wady Halfa; Mr. 
| aoe and myself were required to assist in purchasing 
camels between Assouan and Luxor ; this duty being 
completed about the middle of December, Mr. Jones then 
marching with the camels purchased to Wady Halfa, 
whilst I proceeded by steamer. ’ 

There wasa large percentage of camelssuffering from sad- 
dlery galls in the different corps that had arrived at Halfa 
from Assouan (vide veterinary reports for October and 
November) ; but only the severe cases, not likely to be 
of service within a reasonable time, were left behind. 
This large percentage of saddlery galls was to some 
extent attributable, from my own observations, to the 
hurried preparation before starting, and the equally 
hurried and forced marching ; giving little or no time to 
refit and readjust saddlery at the beginning of a long 
march. This hurried marching was too much for men 
unaccustomed to the animals and the work, and was 
more than a camel could do for a length of time without 
loss of condition, even with the best management ; so 
that under the circumstances it is not surprising that a 
considerable number of camels were suffering from sad- 
dlery galls and exhaustion on arrival at Wady Halfa. 

I ae J now mention that the 19th Hussars, having 

roceeded without their horses from Cairo to Wady 

alfa by river, took over 353 horses of the Egyptian 
Cavalry during the month of November, and marched 
prose to Korti, with Veterinary Surgeon Smith in 
charge. 

During the month of December the force was march- 
ing from Wady Halfa to Korti, with the exception of the 
greater portion of the Transport Companies, which were 
doing hard work on the Lines of Communication, assist- 
ing in the carriage of boat stores at the second cataract, 
between Wady Halfa and Ambigole. I allude here to 
the transport, to show the great strain thrown on that 
branch of the Service previous to their advance on 
Korti, their camels having to carry heavy loads from 
Sarass to Ambigole, a distance of 29 miles, in one day, 
eonening the following day, and again marching as 

ore. 

On wy arrival at Korti with Mr. Jones on the 31st 
January, 1885, I fonnd Messrs. Phillips and Smith in 
charge, the latter having been detained owing to illness. 
A part of the force was there awaiting the departure of 
the General Officer Commanding. The greater portion 
of the mounted force, termed the “desert column,” had 
left to cross the Bayuda Desert, reaching Matammeh on 
the other side, on the west bank of the river, Messrs. 
Bennett and Beech being in veterinary charge. 

Another force, termed “The River Column,” with a 
small mounted branch (one squadron 19th Hussars, 
Egyptian Camel Artillery, 350 transport camels, and 
Egyptian Camel Corps), had also left, following the 
course of the river, and in the veterinary charge of Mr. 
Queripel. 

I learnt that the camels of the force had made hurried 
marches on Korti, and, as a rule, on grain diet only, and 
that very often below the right quantity, particularly in 
the Transport, which, being detained for portage duties 
in the Lines of Communication, had to make forced 
marches to join the force at Korti ; consequently, on 
arrival at that station many camels were unfit for further 
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work, owing to debility and severe saddlery galls, and 
were therefore handed over to the depot. Also, that on 
arrival at Korti it was found there was not sufficient 

in food for the camels, a convoy having to return b 
Eireed marching to Debbeh, over 40 miles, to bring freak 
some grain. 

The first move from Korti across the Bayuda Desert 
began on 30th December, 2,095 camels returning on 5th 
January, over 28 miles a day, about 200 miles in dis- 
tance. 55 camels were lost, 12 of which were destroyed, 
these camels having fallen out and been unable to pro- 
ceed ; the remaining 43 camels being left to their fate 
in the desert, without water or food, to be picked up, if 
able to proceed, by returning convoys to Korti. The 
camels of this column were thus not only over-worked 
by long and continuous marching, but, as will be shown 
in reports from Messrs. Phillips, Bennett, and Beech, 
were very much underfed, in fact nearly starved, after 
their arrival at Korti and during the desert marches. 

The column returning on the 5th January advanced 
again on the 8th, augmented by other arrivals from the 
north, making a total of about 2,800 camels, this 
number being afterwards increased by reinforcements 
(about 1,250 camels) from Korti, at different dates, 
amounting in all to about 4,050 camels, of which about 
1,850 camels were lost in the desert, and about 448 at 

orti. This column eventually reached near Matammeh 
on the 20th January. At this time difficulty was exper- 
ienced in obtaining transport for veterinary medicines ; 
most of that conveyed from Korti never went beyon 
Gakdul wells, and was eventually destroyed at that 
place on retirement of the force. Regarding losses of 
camels and general veterinary departmental information 
concerning this column, I have received no reports from 
the Officers in charge beyond those attached, and the 
statement that Mr. Bennett has reported direct to the 
Principal Veterinary Surgeon ar Office. From 
reliable information received at Korti, the camels of the 
Desert column underwent the severest privations in the 
matter of water and food, and were overworked by con- 
tinuous marching, being tied down after a march and 
unable to move. 

The grain supply for the camels crossing the desert 
was really nz/, and many received little or no water 
between 8th and 20th January. Grazing was out of the 
question, owing to active military operations. Further 
remarks regarding the Desert Column will be given 
later on in this report. At this time (February) the 
River Column was slowly advancing towards Abu 
Hamed, the camels being marched close to the river. 

(To be continued) 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held on Friday, March 17th, in the 
Imperial Hotel, Darlington, Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, Sunder- 
land, presided. There were also present Messrs. E. H. 
Pratt, Northallerton ; C. G. Hill, W. N. Dobbing, J. H. 
Taylor, Dr. Hern, Darlington; A. C. Forbes, Bisho 
Auckland ; W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle ; and W. 
Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Messrs. T. T. Jack, Sunderland ; and F. Richardson, 
East Rainton ; were also present as visitors. 

A telegram was received from Mr. P. Snaith, Bishop 
Auckland, regretting his inability to be present. 

A circular was read from the Sanitary Institute ask- 
ing the Association to send delegates to the Congress to 
be held in Belfast in July next. 

Mr. TayYLor pro that its receipt be acknow- 


ledged, and that it should lie on the table. Mr. Dobbing 
seconded.— Carried. 

A letter was read from Prof. Gofton enclosing copy of 
amended rules of National Veterinary Association. 


Mr. Dossine proposed, and Mr. Hill seconded, that 
the amended rules be approved and accepted.—Carried. 

Mr. Forsss had his attention called to a three-year- 
old filly running out at grass ; she had a wound on her 
skin which was treated, and she made little or progress. 
The injury was on the metacarpal bone close to the 
knee. Ultimately the knee joint became completely 
anchylosed, and the animal was destroyed—evidently a 
case of periostitis. 

Mr. Fores produced the bones of the foot froma 
cart mare, and related the following history of the case. 
The foot was punctured by a piece of glass, this was re- 
moved and the wound treated in the ordinary way, and 
it soon healed. However, the mare continued very lame 
and was ultimately destroyed, when the condition of the 
bones as shown was found. There was ulceration of the 
navicular bone, and a large amount of bony deposit 
round the coronet. 

Mr. HILL proposed, and the Secretary seconded, that 
the discussion on Mr. Dudgeon’s address be adjourned 
till next meeting.—Carried. 


PARTURITION IN THE DOMESTICATED ANIMALS AND 
THE CONSIDERATION OF A FEW Forms oF Fura 
DysToKIA AS MET WITH IN THE MARE. 


By W. H. BiackBuRN, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—I think I am safe in 
saying that possibly no other subject would appeal more 
our little meeting here to-day than parturition ; know- 
ing as 1 do that every member has to do with obstetrical 
work, and to the country practitioners nothing is of more 
importance. The subject, however, is wide and I wish 
to restrict my remarks in these notes—which are written 
chietly with the idea of provoking a discussion. Nor is 
it my intention or desire to mention details with which 
you areall familiar. I believe stockowners having par- 
turient animals are more alive to have expert advice and 
assistance in malpresentations than formerly—at any 
rate in valuable animals—my experience is that clients 
now send more readily. I cannot remember the day I 
have had a parturition case which has previously been 
interfered with before I arrived. When I first com- 
menced practice it was a common experience only to be 
sought after the village blacksmith or some other oracle 
had had a try. Happily this is all changed. I dare say 
this is now your your own experience also. I have no 
text book on obstetrics. Only some college notes which 
I have never read. However, I think I have seen 
somewhere that a good obstetrical veterinary surgeon 
should have good muscle, sound judgment and manipu- 
lative powers, and a clear-head. All this is very well, 
but the brute force one sometimes hears of is neither 
scientific nor humane. I would here ask, Is the opera- 
tor justified in pulling away a foetus by pulley blocks 
fastened to a post and the patient secured to another? 
I think not—such an individual would not justify that 
saying : 

“ A skilful leech is better far 
Than half a hundred men of war.” 


I have never had occasion to use pulley blocks, al- 
though I will readily admit you get steady and even 
traction. I find in practice it is good we] never to be 
too cocksure what one has to deal with, as it often as 
not turns out to be quite different to what one expected. 
Clients and those about as a rule are always anxious 
and often ask, after we have made an examination, 
what the presentation is. To the knowing and anxious 
ones I generally express myself in similar terms to those 
well known words of Mr. Asquith, “wait and see.” 

It goes without saying, that no hard and fast rule can 
be made respecting obstetric work, for we all know 
that nearly every case differs in some way. For instance 
we may be called to three breech presentations in one 
week, yet each case vary in many ways. The first case 
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ee | be ay an easy matter. The second one not so easy, 
and in the third one we are quite unable to carry out 
the teaching to push the foetus forward, get up the hind 
legs and 

usual way. 

Only on Sunday morning last I was called to a calving 
case that will illustrate what I mean. The patient was 
a large roomy cow, and after examination I found I had 
twins to deal with—one a breech presentation and laid 
on its side, the other calf was placed underneath this 
one with head and one foreleg presented ; both in the 
passage together. I decided to deliver the breech one 
first. I had no difficulty whatever after pushing the 
head and foot back of the calf which was underneath. As 
I have said the patient was one of those roomy ones, 
otherwise I am afraid my task might have turned out 
much more serious and prolonged. 

In performing embryotomy we are taught never to 
sacrifice skin, but keep it for traction. I believe, too, 
that it is sound advice never to attempt to cut off any 
pet of a foetus until first secured. However, in practice 

have found this hardly correct, for in many cases 
have cut at anything I could touch that seemed to be 
interfering with delivery. 

pecting parturition in the cow I only propose giving 
notes on two difficult cases. and which are to me per- 
fectly unique. 

The first one was in a white shorthorn heifer which 
took me over seven hours to calve. After making a 
thorough examination of the presentation in the stand- 
ing position, I could only make out that the fetus had 
a t number of legs, both fore and hind. I secured 


what seemed to be a fore-leg and had it removed. [ re- 

moved another with some difficulty ; the patient then 

threw herself down and refused to rise. I had her pulled 

up to a beam by the hind le 

hind legs, all papentins to belong to one fcetus. 
e 


I could now feel — 
re- 
moved four of these legs after some hard work. I now 
secured two more hind legs with ropes and had the heifer 
lowered from the beam, expecting to accomplish delivery 
in this way, but failed. he heifer was in raised 
with ropes to the beam and the legs pushed k again 
out of the ge. After a further search I discovered 
a headand neck. I had the former well pulled out into 
the passage and removed, saving the skin of the head, 
expecting to be able to deliver in this way. I again 
failed, and after further search I discovered another 
head with a distinct neck. After removing this head I 
found it was still impossible to deliver without remov- 
ing the neck of the foetus, which I did. Still, I failed 
to accomplish delivery, and had to remove the whole of 
the chest and ribs. Having now a good hold of the 
skin of the head, neck, and chest I tried forcible extrac- 
tion ; I found this {impossible so had to push it back 
into the uterus. I now secured the two legs (which I 
.had previously had in the passage) and again tried 
delivery in this way, but failed. I next removed 
another leg, after this T was able to effect delivery. Told 
the owner to destroy, but she made a recovery. 
I knew nothing about how many legs I had removed 
until I saw the case published in a local paper as 


follows : 
“Curious Freak in Nature. 


Mr. B. removed from a shorthorn heifer of mine a calf 
with six hind legs, three distinct tails, two heads and 
necks, two forelegs, and one trunk with two distinct sets 
of intestines, one of the two hearts was almost as large 
as an ordinary heart. The operation took over seven 
hours, and every credit, etc.” 

In the other unique case, I was asked to remove a 
cleansing from a cow which it was said had been hang- 
ing out for two days : the owner expecting the animal 
had calved. On putting my hand into the uterus to 
remove cleansing I found a large round lump, which I 


eliver as a posterior presentation in the 


was able to push forward a little. As I wasanxious the 
owner should know what I had to deal with, I asked 
him to put his hand into the uterus and describe what 
it was like, when he said it resembled in shape a ve 
big football. This was a very good description. 
found it covered by some membrane, and on cuttin 
through this could find skin and hair and what ap 

to be the ribs of a fetus. I had to remove almost 
every bone of the foetus separately. The head was the 
only part left intact, which I was able to deliver alon 
with the whole of the skin after eight hours Snel 
work. 


Parturition in the EHwe.—Obstetric work in this 
animal is light, clean, and not laborious, and, as a rule 
satisfactory. The remuneration, too, is fairly good, a 
I find clients are always ready and willing to pay for 
such cases. In lambing a ewe I generally get a man to 
hold her up by the hind legs. In much the same way 
one castrates young bigs. A big sheep requires two men, 
one for either leg. alformatiuns in ewes are mostly 
seen when lambs are by a Down Tup, especially the Ox- 


I | ford breed. Dystokia is due in most cases to direction 


of the head of the lamb. I find it good practice in 
lambing a ewe to take off one or both fore legs in get- 
ting up the head, using the cord. 

‘he sow I have always found a troublesome patient 
in parturition. I think this one takes the palm what 
with her dirty habits and bad sanitary arrangements. 
She requires a lot of time ; for we get troublesome com- 
plications, such as eversion of rectum and vagina; ob- 
stetric work as a rule is not a. 

The Bitch requires very careful handling, and is very 
liable tc septic conditions. Pessaries are useful: my 
experience is not large. and has been mainly with terrier 
breeds. Malformations, I believe, mostly occur in the 
bull type. Anterior presentations, one or both forelegs, 
are common, and often the back. Extraction as a rule 
is easy. Old-fashioned human tooth forceps I find 
usually convenient for this purpose. 

Cat. My experience with feline ladies, unfortunately, 
is not very creditable. Nearly every patient has died 
in my hands, so I am inclined to think the cat is not 
possessed with nine lives. There is an odour about the 
cat and dead kittens which I don’t like. It is good 
practice, I believe, to give chloroform to the cat. 

The following remarks apply to the Mare.—It is 
interesting to note that in about 75 ver cent. of twin 
pregnancies in the mare birth is premature and the foals 
are usually dead. Even if carried full time and born 
alive they seldom live long afterwards ; occasionally one 
lives, rarely both. Twins in the mare are said to be 
due to two successive impregnations, and are in each 
horn, provided with separate membranes, and in conse- 

uence one may be born some considerable time before 
the other ; or one may be aborted and the other carried 
full time. Both may be in one horn having one chorion 
but separate amniotic sacs. The foal, it is said, only 
lives two to four hours from the commencement of 
all, 
ultiple anci ing small, are generall 
of delivery ; when both enter the passage tagnther ter 
give rise to dystokia. If there be a posterior and 
anterior presentation it is usual to push back the anterior 
presentation and deliver the posterior one first, for if 
the posterior one be left, it will have a greater tendency 
to come into the peep during delivery of the other. 

In foaling a mare I have never given chloroform, 
though I have frequently used morphia hypodermicall 
and chloral hydrate. I find these two drugs useful. Of 
all places I prefer an open field or dock to foal a 
mare in if the weather is warm and favourable. They 
seem to stand better outside, and do not get down so 
readily as in a box. Besides, one can place the patient 
in more different positions. 

\ 
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Dystokia due to deviation of head and neck.—There 
are a great variety of positions in which we find the 
head and neck. Head may be turned to one side, or we 
may have downward deviation of the head between the 
anterior limbs. In these presentations the mane of the 
foal is a good guide in diagnosing. in, ‘the head may 
be thrown completely back and unreachable. I know of 
no more difficult presentation in the mare than this. In 
one case I had to deal with, even after I had removed 
both fore limbs at the shoulder, I found it impossible 
to get at the head and neck. I believe, as a rule, 
delivery in a presentation like this can only be effected 
by orming embryotomy lower down in the neck. 
nd presentation in the mare.—These are perhaps 
amongst our most difficult cases, especially if in a large 
animal. Raising the hocks and a. hind legs to 
bring away in a posterior position is well nigh impossi- 
ble in some breech presentations. I had a case in a cart 
mare last season, when I found it an impossible task to 
get up the hind legs as the foal was jammed in the pas- 
sage and nothing but the hips could be felt. I had to 
rform embryotomy at the hip joint, and after some 
fon work I got the small cord placed round the head of 
the femur, and by forced traction got it torn away out 
of the acetabulum. Most of the bones of the limb I had 
to bring away in this fashion. I foaled the mare after 
removing one leg of the foal only. Fletcher’s instru- 
ment, which I have here to-day, may be of use in these 


cases. 

Another difficult form of presentation in the mare is 
when all the four limbs are in the passage. If possible 
it is usual to try and get the hind limbs returned well 
into the uterus, but care is necessary or the womb may 
be injured by the hind feet when traction is applied to 
the front limbs. Sometimes a better plan is to remove 
the fore limbs at the shoulder and make a breech pre- 
sentation at once. In two cases I have had I failed to 
do this. I could only amputate the fore limbs as far up 
as the knees. When this is accomplished there is not so 
much danger of injuring the uterus when traction is 
applied to the hind legs. 

Mr. BLackBURN exhibited the new parturition instru- 
ment supplied by Mr. W. J. Fletcher, M.R.c.v.s., Wrex- 
ham, and also distributed some of the illustrated 
circulars of same amongst the members for their infor- 
mation. 

Discussion. 

The SecrETArY stated that he had met with one case 
in a mare where the head was doubled back on the 
pelvis, and the fore legs and neck of the foetus were in 
the passage. Delivery was not effected, and the mare 
died. At the post mortem it was found that the neck 
could not be straightened at all, and had evidently occu- 
pied that position for some time — 

Mr. Hitt recommended the use of pulley blocks as 
saving labour, which was not always available when 
required, and on account of the steady traction they 
exerted on the foetus less damage was done to the mare. 
In the case of tho bitch the use of forceps was not 
general but they were decidedly of advantage in some 
cases. Bull bitches, for instance, will go on for a long 
time, while others contracted septic mischief very soon. 

Mr. TAYLOR mentioned a case of breech presentation 
where the hocks were jammed in front of the pelvis, and 
stated the difficulty he had experienced in such cases, 
and also said that he had disarticulated the hind legs 
at the hock. He also referred to the presentation of all 
four | in the together. He advocated the 
removal of the fore legs and delivery being undertaken 
by the hind legs. He, also, advocated the use of 4 
blocks; he had found them to be most useful. He 
agreed with the essayist that professional men are more 
consulted than they used to be. In the ewe he generally 


found he had to follow all the clever men in the locality. 
In his opinion in all parturition cases the less instru- 
ments are used the better. 

Mr. Pratt believed that when twin foals were met 
with it meant two conceptions. He was called to a 
mare which had aborted, in order that he should remove 
the cleansing. In doing so he found another foal, and 
when born it was alive. The question he then asked 
himself was—whether he ought to have removed the 
foal, or left it to see if it would have been carried its full 
time. 

Mr. Forses also mentioned a case of parturition in 
which he was informed that the hind legs were in the 
quate On examining the cow he found that they 
were fore legs, so he removed one. Afterwards he prt 


effecting delivery of the foetus, but to his horror the 
calf was born alive and then it had only three legs. 

Mr. DogBinG recommended the use of pulley blocks 
in the event of traction being required in the larger 
animals. In bitches he relied more upon his fingers than 
upon instruments. 

The PrestpEent also thanked Mr. Blackburn for his 

per, and proposed a vote of thanks to him for having 

rought the matter forward for discussion. 

Mr. BLAcKBURN replied, and stated that what he did 
say was that he did not consider it scientific to fasten the 
animal by the head to one post and fasten the pulley 
blecks to another. He would have done the same as 
Mr. Pratt did, and removed the foal at the same time as 
the cleansing. 

The members had tea served in the Hotel subse- 


quently. 
W. Hon. Sec. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 28th annual general meeting was held at the 
Royal Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday, April 20th. 
Present : Messrs. W. H. Bloye, P. G. Bond, Plymouth ; 
Wm. Ascott, Bideford ; E. J. Thorburn, Crewkerne ; 
Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy ; R. E. L. Penhale, Torring- 
ton; Percy Penhale, Barnstaple ; Jno. Dunstan, Lis- 
keard; G. W. Lansley, Axminster; E. W. Bovett, 
Bridgwater ; W. Roach, Exeter ; and Col. Blenkinsop, 
AVC. 

The President, Mr. A. J. Down, being absent owing to 
ill health, Mr. W. H. Bloye was unanimously requested 
to take the chair. . 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. T. Olver, G. H. Elder, A. G. Saunders, G. H. 
Gibbings, W. B. Nelder, W. Graham Gillam, W. P. 
Stableforth, G. Parker Short, E. R. yee Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Prof. Penberthy, and Prof. Hobday. 

Arising out of the minutes the Hon. Sec. reported 
that he had instructed Mr. Fouracres to purchase a new 

ir of Santy’s molar tooth forceps and a new pair of 
Fhongeee’s tooth shears, together with suitable boxes 
for the transmission of the instruments to the members. 
He had also given Mr. Fouracres instructions to have 
notices printed and fixed on the inside of the covers of 
the boxes stating that the borrowers must return the 
instruments direct to Mr. Fouracres, paying the carriage 
both ways. He further reported that Mr. Fouracres 
had agreed to accept two guineas per annum, exclusive 
of postaye and other expenses, for his trouble in connec- 
tion with the instruments. 

Mr. W. B. NetpER, of Exeter, was unanimously re- 


a twitch round the cow’s abdomen and succeeded in - 
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elected a member on the proposition of the Hon. Sec., 
seconded by the Hon. Treasurer. 

The Hon. TreEAsuRER then presented the balance- 
sheet for the past year, which showed a balance in hand 
of £31 5s. 6d., exclusive of arrears amounting to £12 
12s., £4 4s. of which he recommended should be written 
off as bad. 

On the * ition of Mr. Wm. Penhale, seconded b 
Mr. Roach, the balance-sheet was received and adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The following officers were elected :— 

President.--Mr. H. E. Warremore, Langport. 

Vice-presidents.—Messrs. A.J. Down, JNo. DUNSTAN, 
C. E. Perry, and E. J. THorBurn. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. P. G. Bonn. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. WM Ascort. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the retiring 
President for his services, and the Hon. Sec. was re- 
quested to convey an expression of sympathy to him, 
and also to Mr. T. Olver on their illness. 

Place of Next Meeting—Mr. Jno. Dunstan pro- 
posed, and Mr. Wm. Penhale seconded, and it was 
unanimously resolved “That the next meeting be held 
at Plymouth.” 


AMALGAMATION SCHEME. 


The amended suggested rules of the proposed amalga- 
mation of the Veterinary Medical Societies were then 
considered, and with the exception of Rule 16 were 
assented to. The Hon. Sec. was instructed to say it 
was not clear from the wording of Rule 16 whether 
every member of the Western Counties or any other 
Association would have to be paid 1/- for, or only those 
who wished to “~ the National. Rule 36 (c) was 
thought not to be quite clear. 


SPECIMENS AND CLINICAL CASES. 


Mr. Bonp said he recently attended a retriever dog 
which had swallowed a penny. The owner of the dog 
was in the habit of throwing biscuits to the dog to 
catch. On one occasion he was persing a coin (the 
penny) to another person, the dog being close by snap- 
ped at it, thinking it was the usual biscuit, and swallow- 
ed it. The owner of the dog was in t alarm and 
sent a telegram for assistance. He wished an operation 
to be performed, and the x-rays used, but a soup diet, 
with a dose of castor oil and patience was prescribed 


instead. 

On the third day after swallowing it, the dog passed 
the coin without any difficulty. No ill effect showed at 
any time. 

Mr. R. E. L. PENHALE said he had recently been 
asked to investigate the cause of the death of some 
hares, one of which was sent to him for a post-mortem 
examination. Being busy, his pupil carried this out and 
made the following notes : 

Ex examination revealed extreme emaciation 
and evidence of diarrhoea. 

Internal exramination.—On opening the abdomen the 
stomach and small intestines were seen to be inflamed, 
and on opening the stomach severe inflammation with 
ulceration of the mucous membrane and extravasation 
of blood into the lumen were seen. The stomach con- 
tents were fluid and blood stained, and a smear revéaled 
a large number of small parasites, apparently one of the 
varieties of strongylus, and not unlike the sclerostomum 
tetracanthum of the large intestine of the horse, though 
smaller and more slender than these. No parasites 
could be found in the cesophagus or intestines except in 
the first part of the duodenum, though careful search 
was made for them. All the organs, liver, kidney, pent, 
lungs, etc. were normal, except for a small patch o 
fooeed fatty degeneration of the heart. 


Microscopical examination of the parasites showed 
them to be longitudinally striated, sharp pointed at 
one end and blunt at the other. A smear of the stomach 
contents consisted only of mucus and epithelial débris 
mixed with blood. 

Mr. Jno. Dunstan said he had recently made an 
interesting post-mortem examination of some pigs which 
were suspected to have swine fever. He found several 
erosions or ulcerations of the mucous membrane of the 
stomachs varying in size from a 3d. to a 5s. piece. 
Grouped around the margins of the ulcers or erosions 
were quantities of almost microscopic worms of a very 
dark red colour. The symptoms were those of general un- 
thriftiness. 

He also gave particulars of an interesting case of 
laminitis. 

Mr. Wm. PENHALE said he had recently had a case 
of pneumonia which was followed by lameness, first. in 
off hind, which persisted for ten days, then both hind 
were affected for 12 days, and finally both fore were 
affected for five days. 

Mr. Ascorr said he had recently had a case of gang- 
renous pneumonia following the administration of quite 
an ordinary quantity of chloroform. He also said he 
had recently come across a cryptorchid the testicle of 
which was surrounded by an enormous mass of fibrous 
tissue, cartilage, etc., the whole being about the size of 
a man’s head. 

He also exhibited a eg rg of a case of median 
paralysis, or fracture of the Ist rib, as he supposed some 
would call it, but this he doubted. The patient was a 
coach horse which had been turned out to grass in a 
fleld in which there was a wire fence which the horse 
put his near fore foot through, and in withdrawing it 
the heels of the shoe caught the wire and became so 
firmly fixed as to throw the horse. When released he 
was quite unable to place any weight on the leg, but 
pre with his elbow dropped, as shown in the photo, 
which was quite typical of such cases. He was with 
difficulty got indoors and placed in slings. Several 
attempts were made to straighten the knee with band- 
ages and splints, and so force the elbow up into position, 
without success, the horse resisting each attempt. Dur- 
ing the ensuing three weeks he was never noticed to 
attempt to place any weight on the leg, but was found 
one morning at the end of three week to be standing all 
his weight on it with the elbow in its proper position 
He made a complete recovery, although he was kept in 
slings another three weeks as a precaution against re- 
lapse, and has been in regular work for over six months 
since. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Mr 
Bloye for his services in the chair. 

Wa. Ascorr, Hon. Sec. 


Rinderpest in Brazil. 


A correspondent in Santiago, Chile, sends us a cut- 
ting from a local paper in Spanish, with the following 
translation :— 

“ Buenos Aires, April 29th, 1911.—We have received 
grave news from Brazil according to which, a veterinary 
official occupied in studying the diseases of animals in 
the State of Santa Catalina, has found that many 
animals are suffering from a disease whose symptoms 
and course cause one to think they are victims of the 
bovine plague which is called rinderpest by the English. 

The bovine plague is a very grave sickness. Never- 
theless, so far it has not been known in S. America. 

Having confirmed this news the Argentine Govern- 
ment are taking special and strong precautionary 
measures.” 

W. J. M. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders Sheep J 
and-Mouth | (including | Counties |Scab.| Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals | Farcy) Affected 
Period. Con-| Re- | Con.| Re- | Out-| Ani- Out- | Ani- Animals | Out-| Out- | Slaugh- 
|tirm’d|ported |firm’d|ported reaks| mals. }breaks mals.| Attacked reaks| breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended May 27] 19 21 5 5 1 83 756 
A g 1910 42 49 5 47 Hertford 1 3 38 180 
Corresponding 
week in . 5 43 2 53 440 
13 55 3 85 275 
London 3 
Total for 21 weeks,1911 } 410 501 1 18 88 | 240 297 1016 10797 
‘ 1910 662 813 151 | 407 |Middlesex 1] 310] 521 | 4676 
ar 1909 604 799 254 | 1014 442] 707 | 6432 
1908 509 685 3 112 333 | 1125 621 796 3855 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 30, 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended May 27 5 eee 
1910 6 4 3 
Corresponding Week in 1909 1 4 8 60 
1908 2 6 18 
Total for 21 weeks, 1911 5 5 1 2 38 236 49 816 
(1910 6 33 326 40 | 906 
Corresponding period in {1909 3 3 a me =e 43 269 24 203 
1908 ... 4 7 9 259 80 1644 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 29, 1911 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Intolerance at the S.P.C.A. 


To the Editor of The Times. 
Lorp Cromer’s CoMMENTS. 


Sir,—I have received numerous communications ask- | P@ 


ing me what course I propose to follow in consequence 
of the resolutiou passed by the Society for the Preven- 
tion of —— to Animals on the 19th inst., calling on 
me to resign the position I hold as one of its vice-presi- 
dents. I have not yet received any formal communica- 
tion from the council of the Society, neither do I as yet 
know what further action it is proposed to take. But’ 
as the matter has attracted much public attention I will 
ask you to grant me the hospitality of your columns in 
order to explain the views which I entertain on this 
subject. 

I wish in the first place to remark that, although I 
have always esteemed it an honour to be a vice-presi- 
dent of the S.P.C.A., it is one which was not solicited 
by myself. It was conferred on me upon the initiative 
of the members of the Society themselves, in recognition 
of certain services which I was fortunate enough to be 
able to render in Egypt to the cause in which they are 
interested. 

Nevertheless, if merely a persona] question were in- 
volved, I should be quite willing to accede to the request 
contained in the resolution, and I should do so all the 
more readily because, being aware that some difference 
of opinion exists amongst the members of the Society on 
the snbject of vivisection, I have since my return to this 
country carefully abstained from taking part in its 
proceedings in order not to be the unwilling cause of 
dissension. 

But the matter is in no way | iomeee An important 
question of principle is involved. 

Were I voluntarily to resign my position as vice- 


president I should, in appearance at all events, be ad- 
mitting that there is some inconsistency between bein 
associated with the 8.P.C.A. and also with the Researe 
Defence Society. This admission I am by no means pre- 
red to make. 

Further, it is not at all impr »bable that my v»luntary 
resignation would lead to the resignation of others, and 
would injure the cause of the Society, with the objects 
of which I and those acting with me on the Research 
Defence Society warmly sympathise. 

I should, therefore, not be prepared to accede to the 
wish set forth in the res» lution. 

The Society on their own initiative named me one of 
their vice-presidents, and I conceive that, should the 
majority of its members wish to remove my name from 
the list of vice-presidents, they are at perfect liberty to 
do so, but it is for them and not for me to take action 
in the matter. 

In the meanwhile it is to be hoped that the matter 
may be reconsidered and that wiser and more moderate 
counsels may prevail. I find it difficult to believe that 
the vote taken last Friday really represents the views 
held by the majority of the members of the S.P.C.A. 

It would, I think, be desirable that those members 
who do not share the views embodied in the resolution 
should take steps to make their opinions known to the 
council of the Society.—I remain, sir, yours, ete., 

CROMER. 

36, Wimpole Street, W., May 22. 


ATTITUDE OF SUBSCRIBERS. 
Sir,—At a meeting of the Society for the Prevention 


of Cruelty to Animals, held on May 19, i¢ was ee 
that Lord Cromer should be called on to resign his Vice- 


presidency of the Society on the ground that he is 
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President of the Research Defence Society ; and the 
motion was carried with loud applause by 55 votes 
against 48. : 

It is difficult to see how the justifiability of vivisection 
is involved in the general beneficent activity of the 
Society, and it would be a national misfortune if the 
Society should come to be controlled by the organizers 
of the anti-vivisection movement. 

Although the number ae the meeting was 
small compared with the whole body of subscribers, yet 
it is clear that a first step has been taken towards 
making such control effective. I believe that a lar 
majority of the subscribers would regret such a result, 
and will be of opinion that steps ought to be taken to 
rescind this vote. If it is not rescinded, I, at least, 
shall feel myself compelled to withdraw my subscrip- 
tion.—Your obedient servant, 


Cambridge, May 21. 


GrorGE DaRWIN. 


Sir,—In your article headed “Intolerance at the 
S.P.C.A.” you very rightly insist upon the necessity of 
strict accuracy of statement. I trust, therefore, you 
will correct an inaccuracy in the article itself. There 
was no motion “to brand Lord Cromer... . as un 
worthy to sit upon the Council.” Lord Cromer is not, 
and never has been, a member of the Council of the 
R.S.P.C.A. and I believe I am correct in saying that he 
is not a subscriber to its funds. 

With regard to the motion to exclude Lord Cheyles- 
more and Mr. Stockman from the Council, as a matter 
of fact I did not vote for that motion.— Yours faithfully, 

GeEorRGE GREENWOOD. 

House of Commons. 


ATTITUDE OF THE CoUNCIL. 


At a Council meeting of Royal Societ, 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, held on Thursday, May 
25th, with reference to the motion proposed by Mrs. 
Arthur Tharp, seconded by Lady Pender, and carried by 
a small majority, at the annual meeting on May 19th, 
to the effect that Lord Cromer, rg Be ident of the 
Research Defence Society, should called upon to 
resign his Vice-presidency of the R.S.P.C.A., the follow- 
ing resolution, pro’ by Mr. Eustace F. Bosanquet, 
representative of the branches in Kent and Sussex, and 
seconded by Mr. Leonard Noble, was passed by a large 
majority of the members :— 

a) The Couneil are of opinion that whereas the ap- 
pointment of patrons, president, vice-presidents, chair- 
man, and all other honorary officers is vested in them 
alone, they are the only body that can call upon a vice- 
president to resign. 

(4) The Council see no reason to alter the opinion 
they have already expressed that they can take no action 
in the matter ; and, further, they are of opinion that 
there is no reason why Lord Cromer cannot continue 
rend to hold the position of a vice-president of the 

S.P.C.A. 


for the Pre- 


Expressed Warranty of a Cow. 


An action concerning the purchase of a cow in the 
Dublin Market, and her death within six days, was 
heard before the Recorder of Dublin on Monday, 
May 16th, and embodied some points of importance 
to farmers and dairymen alike. In this case James 
Tutty, dairyman, of Lr. Baggot Street, and Raheen, 
Clondalkin, was the plaintiff, and he sued Edward Ward, 
of Kingswood, Clondalkin, and Laurence Ball (the latter 
trading as Messrs. Walsh, Molloy and Co., Cattle Sales- 
men) for £19 in respect of a cow of Ward’s, which he 
purchased in the Dublin Market, and which he 


alleged was not reasonably fit for the purpose for which 
she was intended, viz., as dairy cow. 

Mr. O'Brien (instructed by Mr. M. J. Bowers, solicitor) 
was for the plaintiff, and Mr. Timothy Sullivan (in- 
structed by Mr. John J. Shiel, solicitor) appeared for 
both defendants. 

Examined by Mr. O'Brien, Mr. Tutty deposed as to 
the purchase of the cow in the Dublin Market on Thurs- 
day, Sept. 15th last, for £19. He sent her home to 
Clondalkin, and he received word on the following 
Saturday morning from his herd that the cow was suffer- 
ing from blood murrain. He went to see her, and 
treated her for the disease. Edward Ward also came to 
see her, and to help in the treatment. She seemed to 
improve, and on the following Wednesday when he met 
ward in the Naas Fair he told him she was alright, bu 
unknown to him, as he was absent, the cow had di 
that day. On the occasion of the sale, Mr. Tutty said 
he asked Ward was the cow alright, and that Ward said 
she was. He never knew acase of blood murrain on the 
land on which this cow was put to graze. 

To Mr. Sullivan: This had always been his case, 
and he had not altered it since the cow’s death. 

Fitzgerald—Mr. Tutty’s herd—was examined, and 
swore that he milked the cow after she was bought, and 
drove her to Raheen on the Thursday. The following 
morning she only milked two quarts and the next morn- 
ing only one quart. When she arrived her coat was 
“staring,” and she did not look well, nor would she eat 
anything, and he did not see her chew her cud. 

Cross-examined Fitzgerald admitted that he had ad- 
mired the cow on the road to the market in the morning, 
and that he had rushed up to Mr. Tutty and told him 
of the fine cow that was for sale. 

Mr. Richardson, M.R.c.v.8., gave evidence as to having 
examined the cow twelve hours after death, and to find- 
ing pneumonia, pleurisy, and inflammation of the 
uterus, but redwater was the cause of death. He 
thought the cow must have been suffering when sold. 

Cross-examined, Mr. Richardson stated that the 
usual period in which a cow died from blood murrain 
was from seven to ten days. Questioned as to the symp- 
toms of the disease, he said one of the first signs would bea 
difficulty in breathing, the water would be coloured, and 
that the first milk drawn after the disease had been con- 
tracted would be tinged with blood. It was general] 
accepted that the cause of the disease was a tick which 
was in the grass. 

For the defence, Mr. Sullivan called Mr. Walter J. 
Walshe, of Kingswood, Clondalkin, who stated that he 
was the employer of Ward, who had liberty to two 
cows. He saw the animal in question late the night 
before she was brought to market, and she was feeding 
as well as ever. During the three years she was on the 
farm he never knew her to lose a feed. She had calved 
the previous week, and it was their custom to sell cows 
within a few days of calving. 

In cross-examination by Mr. O‘Brien, witness said he 
had about 400 acres of land. He never had known a 
case of murrain on the land on which this cow grazed. 
He remembered two cases about 15 years ago on other 
portions of his farm. 

Edward Ward said he had had over twenty-five 
experience as a herd and was well eoeualael with 


lood 
murrain and its treatment. The cow sold on the 15th 


September was a fine milker. The plaintiff asked him 
if she was a good milker, and he said she was. The 
plaintiff also asked how much she gave, and he replied 
that he never measured it. He denied that he was 
asked if the cow was “all right,” and he did not volun- 
teer any information. 

In cross-examination, Ward adhered to his statements. 
Pressed as to his reason for selling the cow, he repeated 
that she was in her prime and that he thought he could 
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best dispose of her then. He bought another cow the 
same day. 

Mr. Liurence Bull, silesman, sid the cow was a fine 
one and he had many offers of £18 103. for her. As far 
as he could see there was nothing wrong with her. He 
gave no warranty and did not hear Ward give any. 

Mr. Ball was cross-examined and stated that he was 
aware that the disease was quickly coutracted, and he 
had experience of cases that proved rapidly fatal. He 
knew that it might be spread from field to field by cattle 
being chan zed about. 

The witness Fitzgerald was at this staze recalled by 
His Lordship and said that he did not tell his master of 
the illness of the cow till Saturday because Mr. Tutty 
was not present at Raheen. He told him on Saturda. 
because on that morning the milk was tin wit 
blood. He noticed this for the first time on Saturday 
morning. 

Mr. Sullivan then addressed the Court and cited the 
Crab case, on which he relied, to show that the plaintiff's 
action could not be sustained by the section of the 
Sales of Goods Act covering implied warranty. The 
— was himself an expert judge of cattle, and 

ught on his own skill and judgment in the market. 


He submitted also that there was no evidence of any ex- 


ressed warranty. 

His Lordship, summing uP, said that both sides were 
fighting an honest case. e read the decision in the 
Crab case and held with Mr. Sullivan that no action 


lay in the civil bill as drawn, but he would not allow. 


that fact to prevent plaintiff from suing, and he made 
the necessary amendments to enable him to proceed on 


the plea of expressed warranty. The question, con- 


tinued His Lordship, whether there was or was not an 
expressed warranty did not arise, having regard to Mr. 
Richardson’s clear statement that the first milking after 


the disease was contracted would be tinged with blood. | 
‘This, in the light of the evidence given by Fitzgerald, | 


who milked the cow on Thursday, Friday, and Satur- 
day, and who, on being recalled, had stated that he did 
not notice any —— in the milk till Saturday, left his 
Lordship no option but to decide that the disease was 
contracted after the sale. Heaccordingly dismissed the 
case —The Farmers’ Gazette. ~~ 


The Destruction of Fleas by Exposure to 
the Sun. 


The danger of importation of plague from the presence 
of fleas in traveller's baggage is, no doubt, a real one, 
and the question of efficient disinfection is not always 
easy of solution: the routine procedure that S 
under that name is often absolutely futile. In India, 
where the clothing and baggage of the native inhabitants 
are generally of a very simple character, and where, on 
account of the enormous number of persons concerned, 
simplicity and cheapness are the essentials in any pro- 
cedure that is likely to be of practical use, experiments 
have recently been carried out by Capt. J. Cunningham, 
I.M.S., in order to devise a suitable method. [Scientific 
Memoirs of the Medical and Sanitary Departments of 
the Government of India. New Series, No. 40]. Various 
powders have been reputed to be effective, and were 
tried ; naphthaline acted well, but was too slow, requir- 
ing six and a half hours to kill fleas in a closed space 
and nine hours in the open. It was then determined to 
ascertain the effect of the light and heat of the sun. In 
previous experiments it had been found that rags, 
spread on the ground in thin layers, were freed from fleas 
in three hours : in the first of the present investigation 
it was sought to determine the different ways in which 
fleas behave when clothes are spread out on different 
kinds of ground. Tin trays were made, 4ft by 4}ft, with 


| sides 4in high; in these were placed dhurries (cotton 
carpets), spread over the surface ; and then 100 fleas 
| were introduced, half above and half below the carpet. 
| The we was then drawn out into the sun, the tempera- 
ture taken, and the behaviour of the fleas carefully 
' watched: they were seen trying to escape from the 
| glare, but after seven minutes all were killed that were 
}on the surface, and at the end of half-an-hour all 
beneath the dhurrie were also found to be dead. When 
'dhurries were spread on sand the effects were more 
' marked, the sand absorbing the sun’s heat faster than 
‘the tray surface ; the fleas made no attempt to burrow 
into the sand, but were almost immediately killed. 
When dhurries were spread on leaves and grass the 
fleas dived under the grass and got protection from the 
sun. The time of exposure necessary to destroy all 
fleas was reckoned to be about 45 minutes when clothes 
were spread on hard ground, and somewhat less on sand, 
the temperature being 117° F. under, and 118 to 142° 
on the surface of, the carpets. The next point was to 
determine how far fleas could travel on sand under these 
temperature conditions without being destroyed. A 
“tlea-park ” was constructed of smooth soil, spread over 
| with a 3-inch layer of dry sand, and enclosed in walls of 
tin, so constructed as to form a square which could be 
enlarged or diminished at will; the pieces of tin were 
bent at right angles, so that adjoining the vertical 6-inch 
“wall” there was a horizontal surface 8-inch wide ; this 
_was covered with white paint and resin just before any 
experiment was commenced. The flea-infested carpet 
was laid in the middle of the square ; at the end of an 
hour’s exposure to the sun the paint-covered marginal 
surfaces were examined to see if any fleas had travelled 
as far; if this was found to be the case, the “park” 
was enlarged, the walls being placed farther off from the 
carpet. In one set of experiments the sand was kept in 
the shade until the commencement of the observations, 
and only then exposed to the sun: the distance from 
‘the carpet to which the fleas could travel was found to 
be 4ft. Ina second set the square was prepared in the 
_ same way as it would be in practice—viz., the carpet was 
not placed in position until thermometers on the sand 
‘registered 120 F. ; under these conditions no fleas were 
able to travel more than 2ft. from the edge of the carpet; 
_all were killed. Lastly, experiments were made with the 
| padded cotton quilts (resazs) ordinarily used by natives 
to see if they protected the fleas from the sun’s heat ; 
| in one or two cases the heat did not penetrate the whole 
thickness of the quilt, and some fleas survived, but on 
turning the quilt over no fleas were found alive after an 
hour’s exposure to the sun ; the temperature inside the 
‘quilt was found to reach 143°F. Asa result it is seen 
that the sun acts as a very efficient disinfectant for flea- 
infested clothing, simple to use, and free of expense. 
|The rules drawn up are quite plain and easy of applica- 
tion. The ground must be fully exposed to the sun, flat, 
and devoid of anything that can shelter the fleas, and 
entirely covered with a 3-inch layer of fine sand. The 
surface temperature of the sand must be at least 120 F. 
before the clothing is spread upon it. The clothes must 
be spread evenly in a single layer and left for one hour 
in the sun, padded articles being turned once or twice ; 
no clothes to be placed within 3ft of the edge of the 
sand. The whole area should be fenced in to keep off 
animals. Here we have an absolutely simple and in- 
expensive form of disinfection, adapted to the carrier of 
the plague germ, and applicable to all tropical countries 
where, as in India, the seasons are regular, and there is 
‘continuous sunshine during many hours for the greater 
part of the year. The experiments a to have been 
‘most ingeniously contrived, and to have left no loop- 
hole for the fleas. We take it that there would be no 
likelihood whatever of their escaping on the person or 
clothing of the operator.— The Lancet. 
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Peculiar Cattle Disease in Berks 


Veterinary science has for the moment been quite 
baffled by the mysterious loss of seven valuable heifers 
out of a herd of twenty on the extensive estate of Sir 
Richard Sutton, Bart., of Benham Park, Berkshire. 
Within three days the animals were found dead in a 
meadow. At first it was suspected that the fatality 
was due to anthrax. The county veterinary surgeon, 
Mr. G. P. Male, of Reading, was speedily notified of the 
occurrence, and, after making microscopical examina- 
tion of parts of the carcases, certified that no symptoms 
of anthrax were present. Sir Richard Sutton’s veterin- 

surgeon, Mr. Wilson, of Newbury, has confirmed 
this conclusion, and states that the deaths were attribut- 
able to some microbe or bacillus similar to anthrax and 
yet unscheduled. It is significant that immediately the 
remainder of the herd were transferred to another 
meadow there were no further deaths.—Meat Trades 
Journal. 


The Atiology of Intussusception. 


In a post-graduate lecture at Manchester reported for 
The Clinical Journal Mr. Stanmore Bishop lays great 
strees on the impropriety of cutting, dividing, and sutur- 
ing the intestine in these cases; the infants are so 
young and their intestines so delicate that such proceed- 
ings are almost uniformly fatal. To avoid the necessity 
for intestinal interference the main thing is early 
pin rey and early exploration in all suspicious or 
doubtful cases. 

The author attributes the occurrence of intussuscep- 
tion to developmental defects. In all his cases he has 
found the cecum and ascending colon free to move, 
owing to their still possessing a mesentery si:nilar to 
that of the small intestine instead of being firmly 
anchored to the right iliac fossa and posterior abdo- 
minal wall. The mere fact that the increase is at the 
expense of the ensheathing layer proves that this layer 
must be free to move. 

Following up this idea to its logical conclusion, he 
suggests and practises a plan for preventing the recur- 
rence of intussusception, an event not by any means un- 
known. When once the colon and cecum are anchored 
by the natural blending of their mesentery with the 
parietal peritoneum lining the posterior right abdominal 
wall, intussusception of this gut becomes, if not impossi- 
ble, still tremendously hampered. It is not necessary 
to imitate the natural process to the full extent by 
attaching the whole peritoneal surfaces ; it is sufficient 
to fix the czecum to the right iliac fossa by two or three 
sutures, the rest being brought about by the weight of 
the suverimposed small intestines.— The Hospital. 


What is a Pig Tonic ? 


An cnemingy interesting investigation has been 
tried at Maryland experimental] station as to the effects 
of tonics on the fattening of pigs. Some time ago the 
feeding of small coal was discussed in this column, ‘but 
in the instance now quoted charcoal, soft coal, and a 
condimental mixture were tried, while a fourth lot of 

igs had nothing given in addition to'their food. The con- 
pate or spice consisted of charcoal, sulphur, common 
salt, carbonate of soda, hyposulphite of soda, sulphate of 
soda, and black antimony, and an ounce of this mixture 
was allowed to every 10lbs of feed. Without going into 
too much detail it was found that taking the gain in 
i, of the untreated lot as par or 100, the lot given soft 
coal increased 113, the lot on charcoal 119, and the lot on 
tonic compound 155. Evidently, therefore, the tonic 
helped to assimilate their food better than the other 
materials.— The Farmers’ Gazette. 


Personal. 

Miss S. G. Roperts, eldest daughter of Mr. Arthur 
Roberts, veterinary surgeon, was last week presented 
by the Earl of Rosebery, the Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of London, with her diploma of Master of Arts, 
which she obtained for classical archeeology.—Hampstead 
and Highgate Express. 

His Majesty held a Levée at St. James’ Palace, on 
Monday, May 29th. The following Noblemen and 
Gentlemen attended the Levée 


Vet.-Major F. B. Drage. 


OBITUARY. 
Epwarp P. Smiru, v.s., Beccles, Suffolk, died on 
May Ist, at his residence, 49 Station Road, from car- 
cinoma of pharynx, at the age of 56 years. 


DEFINITION OF A QUITTOR. 
Sir, 

How is this for a definition of quittor ? 

A quittor is the result of an abscess formation inside the 
hoof, which abscess being deprived of opportunity to dis- 
charge at its most dependent part naturally seeks exit for 
its contained pus in the line of least resistance, viz., the 
coronet, and in so doing involves the neighbouring struc- 
tures in similar necrotic and suppurative processes. 

May 5tb. F.R.C.V.S. 


THE ‘ONE PORTAL” 
Sir, 


Dr. Bradley is quite right when he says the draft Ordin- 
ance prepared some years ago contained the express condi- 
tion that no one who was not a member of the R.C.V.S. 
could obtain the Degree, and he further goes on to say that 
the new draft at present under consideration contains the 
same stipulation. I certainly have not seen the new 
ordinance nor, as far as I know, has the profession. 

The Council of the R.C.V.S. bitterly opposed the Ordin- 
ance applied for by the Edinburgh Veterinary College in 
1906, and I believe it was disallowed in the following year, 
their main objection to it appeared that the Ordinance 
seemed to be a proposal to grant a University Degree ‘‘ on 
very easy terms’’ to members of the R.C V.8., and if it 
was sanctioned veterinary education would suffer rather. 
than be promoted. 

I never fora moment suggested disloyalty tothe R.C.V.8. 
by either Dr. Bradley himself or Dick’s Veterinary Ccllege, 
in fact I have always regarded that school as being pre- 
eminently loyal. Still! I retain my right to issve a warn- 
ing when I see storm clouds about.—I am, yours, etc., 

Watrer Packman. 
The Wylde, Bury, May 31. 
MAGISTERIAL ABUSE. 
Sir, 

Apart from our Council, who are too busy over the collec- 
tion of our hard-earned guineas, is there no strong man in 
the profession willing to take up the cudgels on our behalf 
against magisterial insults. 

In South Western Police Court lately when asked by our 
Solicitor to be allowed to put his veterinary surgeon in the 
witness box, the magisterial remark was—‘‘ What did he 
want to hear a veterinary surgeon for. 

When I did go into the witness box he stormed and raged, 
gesticulated and crouched in his chair, insulted, and finally 
ordered me out of the box, an exhibition altogether worthy 
of Colney Hatch. 

I am protesting to the Home Secretary, and hope every 
member of the profession will do the same when treated in 
the above manner. 

Trusting you will give this the publicity it deserves. 
—Yours faithfully, 


Finsbury, E.C., May 29th. 


James Bonp, M.R.C.V.S. 


